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yellowish. This is the first record of the 
genus from Andaman & Nicobar Islands. 

There is a specimen of Taeniophyllum 
in Kew Herbarium, coTected from S. Anda¬ 
mans by Kurz without number and received 
at Kew on 23 Sept. 1867, identified as T- 
filiforme J. J. Sm. by Dr. Lars Jonnson. 
However the present new species differs 
from T filiforme fundamentally in the se¬ 
pals and petals being united into a tube 
for half its length, while in the latter they 
are free to the base. 

This species was growing on Tectona 
grandis in the teak plantations of Forest 
Department, associated with leafy liverworts, 
Hoya nummularia, Thrixspermum hystrix 
and Luisia sp. Many individuals were ob¬ 


served in the field. Live specimens were 
brought to Port Blair for fur her obser v a¬ 
tions. The description and illustrations 
made from live as well as liquid preserved 
materials. 
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A CRITICAL NOTE ON CAPPARIS FUSIFERA DUNN (CAPPARACEAE) 


The authors collected this interesting spe¬ 
cies with flowers and fruits from the forest 
of the Western slope of Agastyamalai of 
Western Ghats, on the Kerala side during 
October 1973 at an a’titude of 875 m. 

The present critical study of a large num¬ 
ber of both flowering and fruiting materials 
warrants a modification of the existing des¬ 
cription (which is incomplete and inaccurate 
in many aspects especially in floral charac¬ 
ters) incorporating additional characters, 
range of variation etc. 

Capparis fusifera Dunn in Kew Bull. 1914: 
377. 1914 & in Gamble, FI. Pres. Madras 
1: 32. 1957 (repr. ed.), Jacobs in Blumeg 
12: 454. 1965. C. tomentella Dunn in 
Gamble, FI. Pres. Madras 1; 33. 1957 
(repr. ed.) & Kew Bull. 1916: 62. 1916. 
C. parviflora sensu Bedd. Ic. PI, Ind. Or. 
65, t. 276. 1874 (non Hook. f. & Thoms. 
1872). 

Shrubs ± ^2 m ta’l, with irregularly 
spreading branches, branchlets terete, more 


or less zigzag, tip of tender twigs puberulo- 
us, stipular thorns 2, small, straight, mostly 
wanting. Leaves simple, variable in size and 
shape, upto 15.2x5.3 cm, elliptic to oblong, 
acuminate and blunt at tip, glabrous on 
both surfaces, nerves upto 9 pairs ; midrib 
sunken on the upper side but projecting 
below; petiole ± 4 mm long, puberulous. 
Inflorescence mote or less umbellate on con¬ 
densed peduncle, axillary and at the tip of 
branchlets with arrested ' growth. Bracts 
setaceous, puberulous, more or less persist¬ 
ent. Flowers small, upto 4 (sometimes 1, 
often 3), ^ 1.5 cm across; pedicel i 1.1 cm 
long, fi’iform. Torus A: 1 mm across. Sepals 
4. free, subequal, glabrous on both surfaces 
but finely puberulous at margins, deeply 
concave, ovate,- obtuse, thick in the middle, 
membranous towards the' margin, outer 
sepals ±7x4 miii, inner sepals ^ 8x4 mm. 
Petals 4, subsessile, ± 9.00x3.5 mm, light 
greens oblong, more or less rounded at base, 
obtuse at tip, thin, finely puberulous along 
the margins and pubescent towards has? at 
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Capparis fusifera Dunn 

Fies. 1-7: 1. The plant’s twig. 2- A single leaf. 3. A sepal. 4. A petal. 5. The anther. 6. Thegynophore 

with ovary. 7. A fruit. 


the adaxial surface. Stamens exerted, 38-44, long, bent in buds; anthers ± 1 mm. Gyno- 
longer than gynophore; filaments ^ • 1 cm phore with ovary + 8 mm, ovary ellipsoid 
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to ovoid, ± 2.75 mm, glabrous, two locular 
(by a spurious septum?) with many ovules 
in two parietal placentation; style very 
short; stigma terete, glabrous. Fruit spindle 
shaped, upto 7.6 (with pedicel) x 2.0 cm, 
beaked with short stipe, surface warty; 
seeds usually one or two, ± 2.! x 12 cm. 

Specimens examined: Kerala: Trivan¬ 
drum Dt., forest near Bonaccord Es ate, 
875 m, 2-10-1973, Joseph 44520 & 28-12-1975, 
Periaswamy 46093 ; Tamil Nadu : Coimba¬ 
tore Dt., Anamalai, Udumanparai, 30-4-1903, 


Barber 5726 (Isotype); locality? 1873, 
Beddome s. n. (Acc. No. 1673), MH. 

Note : Two sheets of Barber 5726 kept under type speci¬ 
mens in MH are only fruiting materials and ol 
which one with Acc. Mo. 1614 bears a 'globose 
fruit instead of spindle shaped one. 
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RANUNCULUS SARDOUS CRANTZ—A NEW INTRODUCTION IN INDIA 


During an intensive survey of the flora 
of Shibpur (88* 22' E and 22 “40' N) area of 
Howrah district of West Bengal, the authors 
came across a few interesting taxa. One of 
these is a European Ranunculus, namely 
Ranunculus sardous Crantz. The specimens 
could not be matched with any species of 
Indian Ranunculi but matched well with 
Ranunculus sardous of Europe housed in 
CAL and also the species could very easily 
lie reached fo’lowing the key to Ranuncu¬ 
lus in Flora Europaea. It is presumed that 
it may have come from the Mediterranean 
region along wi h seeds of winter annuals 
imported by Horticulturists of this area. 
Further search in the area may reveal the 
occurrence of the species in other sites also. 
For the sake of its proper identification, if 
found again, a description is given below. 
The specimens have been deposited in the 
Central National Herbarium (CAL), 

Ranunculus sardous Crantz., Strip- Austr. 2: 

84 (1763); Drawings Brit. Pis. 1: pi. 32 

(1951); FI. Europaea 1: 230 (1964). 

A more or less pubescent annual 10-45 cm. 
Basal leaves 3-partite; middle segment ab¬ 
ruptly contracted into a stalk, all variously 
dentate and lobed ; lower cauline leaves re¬ 
sembling the basal but smaller, upp:r ses¬ 
sile with 1 inear -1 anceo’ate lobes- Without 





Ranunculus sardous Crantz. 


fleshy roots and with the corm-like stock 
nqt or feebly developed. Flowers 12-23 min 




